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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 400966 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 



FURUMOTOet al. 



Application No. 09/729,088 



Art Unit: 2825 



Filed: December 5, 2000 



Examiner: A. Thompson 



For: 



METHOD OF DESIGNING A 
SEMICONDUCTOR CIRCUIT WITH 
REDUCED CLOCK LINE SKEW 



REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated June 4 S 2003, Applicants respectfully request an 
interview with the Examiner. Applicants request the interview to accomplish the following: 

• Understand the Examiner's position that delay gate movement necessitates deletion and 

reinsertion. By our understanding of computer automated design, data structures 
implementing delay gates are moved by instantaneously changing the X-Y coordinates 
of the data structure. Accordingly, the delay gate data structure is never absent from 
the circuit design. Therefore, we do not understand the Examiner's basis for the 
contention that delay gate movement inherently involves deletion. 

• Ascertain the Examiner's response to arguments made by Applicants in the Amendment 

of March 21, 2003, to which the Examiner did not respond in the Official Action of 
June 4, 2003. Namely, Applicants argued that the alleged teaching of delay gate 
deletion in Li occurs before routing, not after routing as recited in the present claims. 
The Examiner made no rebuttal to Applicants contention. 

• Ascertain the Examinees view as to what amendments are necessary to bring the 

application into a form for allowance. 
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